LAW RELATING TO
FORNICATION (ZINA)
in the Islamic Legal System -
A Comparative Study
INTRODUCTION            ~
I. AREA OF RESEARCH :
The research presented herein, under the title "The Law
relating to Fornication (Zina) in the Islamic Legal System - A
Comparative Study" is a subject of considerable significance. The
word 'fornication' is all comprehensive. It includes all forms of illicit
sexual intercourse including adultery. The interesting feature of the
subject of our study is that Islam attempts at the enforcement of
this moral aspect of life by means of law.
Besides discussing about the law of fornication in the Islamic
legal system, we may also have to deal to some extent, how far
fornication was considered a punishable offence in the primitive
society and what, if any, was the concept of chastity and marriage
among the savage people? We may, in this connection, have to
dwell upon the idea of chastity, marriage and fornication in the
various religious systems of the world, as for example, Hinduism,
Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, as also in the old civilized countries,
like Egypt, Greece and Rome.
Fornication in Islam is an illicit sexual relationship between
two opposite sexes, who are not legally married. Islam regards
fornication as a heinous crime, haram and prescribes the punishment
of a hundred stripes for the unmarried and stoning to death for the
married partners in the crime; the punishment, however, is half, that
is, fifty stripes only, in both the married and unmarried cases in
respect of slaves.